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AIR FORCE PROJECT "SOIAS"™ TESTS RYAN

NAVIONS IN COLD-WEATHER OPERATION

SPECIAL COLD-WEATHER OPERATIONS WITH THREE RYaN NAvion SUPER 260's wiLL
BE CONDUCTED BY THE AIR FORCE TH1S WINTER FROM 4 CANADIAN BASE TO OBTA!N SKI
DESEGN CRITERIA AND DETERMINE THE MOST EFFECTIVE USE OF AIRPLANE SKIS IN A
WiDE RANGE OF SNOW AND ICE CONDITIONS.

MODIFICATION OF THE PLANES, INCLUDING INSTALLAT!ON OF HEATERS AND IN=-
STRUMENTS TO RECORD SKi DATA, HAS BEEN EFFECTED IN THE ENGINEERING SHOPS OF
WRiGHT Atr DEVELOPMENT CENTER OF WRIGHT-PATTERSON Atr ForCE Bast, DavTown,
Osic. TEST Wikl CENTER ON THE UTILIZATION OF THE WHEEL REPLACEMENT SKli.

For PROJECT "SOIAS"™ -~ SLIDING ON ICE AND SNOW =~ THE WINTERIZED SUPER
260°s wiLL OPERATE !N A 300-MILE RADIUS CENTERING AT KENORA, ONTARIO, IN THE
LaKE OF THE WoOoDS COUNTRY JUST ABGVE THE CANAD!AN BORDER ALMOST DUE NORTH COF
MinnesaroLis. A NORTHROFP YC—i25 anD 4 DoucLas C-U7 WiLL BE USED IN SUPPORT
OF THE PROJECT.

!

FLIGHTS BEGIN LATE TH!{S FALL AND WILL CONTINUE THROUGH APRIL, 1952.
THEY WiLL iN EFFECT BE AN EXTENSION OF A SIMILAR PROJECT CONDUCTED DURING
ThE WiINTER ©F 1950-51, WHEN SK! INSTALLATIONS WERE TESTED ON NAvion L-178
AI1RCRAFT AT YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORY, CANADA.

THE NavioN SUPER 260 COMMERCIAL PLANE 15 A LATER MODEL THAN THE L-17B
MILITARY L1AISON TYPE, FLIGHT TEST DIViSION CREWS THAT WERE ON THE PREVIOUS

PROJECT HAVE BEEN REASSIGNED 7O THE NavIOnN "SOIAS" OPERATION.
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THE 1950-51 TEsTs SHOWED THAT THE NAVION WAS WELL ADAPTED TO SKi OPERATION
BECAUSE THE NOSE SK{ CAN BE READILY LIFTED OUT OF THE SNOW TO GIVE THE POSIT!VE
ANGLE OF ATTAUK NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH TAKEGEF.

WiTH iTS NORMAL WHEEL LANDING GEAR, THE NAVION HAS DEMONSTRATED ABILITY TO
UPERATE UNDER SEVERE CONDITIONS OF SNOW, MUD AND SLUSH DURING WINTER MONTHS. A
TYPICAL NAVION WiNTER GFERATION HaS BEEN THE TRANSPORT OF PARTS AND SUPPLIES
TC THE SNOW~COVERED 6500-F0CT ALTITUDE MOUNTAIN FIELD OF THE YELLOW PINE MiNE
AT STIBNITE, N THE PRIMIT:VE AREA OF [DAHO.

ANCTHER PREIVATELY OWNED NAVION, DURING THE SEVERE BL12zARDS OF 1948-4g, ar
ALLiANCE, NEBRASKA, ASSISTED AIR FORCE "A1RLIFTS" UNDER CONDITIONS WHERE SHOW
DEPTHS WERE FROM TWC 70 20 FEET, W{ND VELOC!TIES WERE OFTE& ABOVE B0 MILES AN
HOUR, AND ViBiBILITY WAS NE#RmZEROF REQUIRING THE P:LOT, EDwARD KOOPER, TO FiND
Hi3 WAY BRUR TGO THE AIRPORT BY FOLLCWING RANCH FENCE LINES,
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